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• Growth of Portuguese Flag
• Developments in Administration contributing for the 

growth of Portuguese Flag
• Next steps
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Portuguese Flag

• New signed agreement between Portuguese Administration and China 
Classification Society

• 12 online services for Shipowners
• 8 online services for Recognized Organizations (RO)

PORTUGUESE 
FLAG SHIPS

PORTS AND 
PORT 
FACILITIES

SEAFARERS AND 
YACHTSMEN



Today
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registered

• More than 
22 MTON of 
DWT



2021
Leading flags of 
registration by dead-
weight tonnage, 2021

• Portugal in 5th
position of Leading 
flags of registration 
by dead weight 
tonnage in Europe

Source: UNCTAD



Developments in Administration contributing for the 
growth of Portuguese Flag

• Issuance of digital certificates;
• Crew & Ship certificates;
• All certificates available in a single digital platform (www.portugueseflagcontrol.pt)

• Changes in Madeira Ship Registry Law DL 96/89 (August 2020 and January 2022); 
- New technical support group created
- Possibility to use e-logbooks 
- National Portuguese logbook forms not mandatory 

• New regulation for privately contracted armed security personnel on board;
• New circulars published:

- LRIT – Remedy for GPS Rollover on 02.01.2022
- Inventory of Hazardous Materials - Asbestos Containing Materials (‘ACMs’) on board a ship
- Annual Testing of EPIRBS, VDR, S-VDR and AIS

http://www.portugueseflagcontrol.pt/


Developments in Administration contributing for the 
growth of Portuguese Flag

• RO’s with signed agreement with Administration:

• DNV  - Det Norske Veritas
• LR  - Lloyds Register of Shipping\
• BV  - Bureau Veritas
• ABS  - American Bureau of Shipping
• RINA  - Registro Italiano Navale
• ClassNK  - Nippon Kaiji Kyokai
• KR  - Korean Register (*)
• CCS  - China Classification Society (*)

(*) Recently signed 
agreement



Online Services
• Vessels (12 different services)

• Approval of Counter Piracy Plans
• Authorization for Navigation in restricted Area
• Safety Management Ship Certification
• Certification of the passenger data record system
• Supervision of Loading and Unloading of Bulk Carriers
• Request for vessel’s documents
• MED Equivalent
• IMO Special Requests
• Marine Evacuation System Extended Period of Service
• Inflatable Life Jacket Extended Period of Service
• Liferaft Extended Period of Service
• Survey/Inspection Request

• Seafarers
• Crew endorsements (SRA – 12 140 / Endorsements – 11 688)

• Technical Opinions
• Technical Opinion / Evaluation - Coastal State
• Technical Opinion / Evaluation - Port State

FOR SHIP OWNERS / COMPANIES & 
LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES



Online Services

• RO’s 
• Vessels 

• Survey Postponement
• Deficiency - Reporting
• Deficiency - Remote Closing
• Deficiency - Repairs Postponement
• Statutory Certification

• Technical opinions
• Exemption / Waiver / Equivalent Arrangement
• Prior to Registration

FOR RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS



Next steps
• Reinforce the technical capacity of the

maritime administration:
- Human Resources;
- E-tools

• New online services availability
• Legislation of inland dangerous goods

transportation (ADN)
• Improvement of the technical framework for

small commercial vessels (<500GT & Yacht)
• Leading position on sustainable and

environmental friendly solutions towards the
international institutions (IMO & EU
Commission)

• Support the industry with comprehensive legal
framework regulating innovation, namely on
neutral emission and digital transformation

PORTUGAL FLAG HEADING 
TO EUROPE’S TOP 3



Shipowners

• The choice of Portuguese Flag by 
shipowners it’s a wise choice and we 
want to continue to justify your 
preference.

• Count on us to continue improving the 
Portuguese Flag, modernizing our ports 
and providing competitive, green and 
advantageous services.

• A quality flag with satisfied shipowners 
is our challenge.
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