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1 – OBJECTIVES BEHIND THE CREATION OF THE REGISTER

- Integrated within the framework of the International Business Centre of Madeira
(IBCM);

- Deal with and put an end to the process of flagging out of portuguese vessels as
well as attract international shipowners to the Portuguese flag;

- Recovery of Portugal’s historical tradition as a maritime nation;

- Create a new source of revenue and employment through shipping-related
activities;

- Attract foreign investment and “know-how”.



2 – MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF MAR

- EU register, credible and respectable, part of the Paris MOU white list and of the
Tokyo MOU white list;

- Quality of the Register assured by a Technical Commission and The Portuguese
Maritime Administration;

- The promotion of MAR is focused on the attraction of shipwoners and vessels of
recognized quality in the market;

- MAR offers a set of tax and operational benefits associated to the IBCM;

- In sum, a credible and attractive register for international shipowners.
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On the 31st of December of 2021, a total of 828 vessels were registered in
MAR with the following distribution:

708

91

29

Merchant 
vessels

Commercial
Yachts

Pleasure
yachts

Crew: 10.417 (31/12/2021)

G.T.: 19.428.594 (31/12/2021)

3 - RESULTS
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Types of Ships Origin of the ships 

Container ships Germany

General Cargo Switzerland

Bulk Carriers Netherlands

Oil & Chemical Tankers Italy

Ro-Ro/Ferries Spain

Tugs Portugal

LNG Carriers Norway

Oil rig platforms Others



MAR 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Merchant Vessels 147 166 222 290 378 476 510 562 614 708

Pleasure yachts 51 57 61 68 73 75 76 86 85 91

Commercial yachts 35 40 42 41 40 37 36 32 31 29

Total 233 263 325 399 491 588 622 680 730 828

4 – GROWTH OF MAR IN THE LAST 10 YEARS
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5 - GROWTH OF MAR IN THE LAST 10 YEARS
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Merchant Vessels 
Registered in MAR

31 December 
2012

31 December 
2013

31 December 
2014

31 December 
2015

31 December 
2016

31 December 
2017

31 December 
2018

31 December 
2019

31 December 
2020

31 December 
2021

Nº 147 166 222 290 378 476 510 562 614 708

GT 1.474.312 2.200.869 4.410.833 7.925.042 12.076.294 15.324.425 14.909.286 15.653.589 16.846.780 19.428.594

Average Age 16,18 15,58 13,11 11,94 10,84 12,11 11,7 11,9 12,1 12,2
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14 Madeira 578 22 726 1.1 83.0 39 318 9.7



7 – SOME OF THE SHIPOWNERS WITH VESSELS AND COMPANIES IN MADEIRA
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8 – CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE REGISTER

- It has made possible Portugal’s return to the maritime world (14th largest flag in
the world);

- It has reinforced the presence and prestige of Portugal in various international
organizations such as the I.M.O., NATO and the United Nations;

- It has became a vehicle of global promotion of Madeira and Portugal;

- It has become an important source of revenue through both the vessels and
companies registered;

- Generator of employment both at sea (crews) and on land (shipping companies,
legal and administrative representation and support);

- Allowed not only the attraction of shipowners and quality vessels as well as
shipmanagement companies contributing for the creation of a maritime cluster
both in Madeira and Portugal.
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9- HOW CAN WE ENHANCE SUCH CONTRIBUTIONS?

- Create further tax incentives for shipping companies with “eco-friendly”
practices, in line with the “Green Deal”;

- Implement a “Green Concept” for MAR, establishing better environment
performance;

- Continue to improve the agility and communication channels of the Portuguese
maritime administration with the challenge of a growing fleet;

- Complete digitalization of all services, for greater efficiency;

- In sum, continue to adopt the best international practices in the shipping
business.
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ROY GARIBALDI
CEO

S.D.M. – SOCIEDADE DE DESENVOLVIMENTO DA MADEIRA
ROY@SDM.PT - TEL. (351) 291 201 333 

THANK YOU!


